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On the cover:  
Researchers who work with UNCW 
marine mammal experts Bill McLellan 
and Ann pabst captured this photo of a 
newborn right whale and its mother off 
the coast of Jacksonville, Fla., in March 
2010 while conducting an aerial survey 
of the area as part of a long-term marine 
mammal and sea turtle monitoring 
program sponsored by the U.S. Navy.

photo taken under NOAA Scientific permit No. 948-1692 
to UNCW.
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The fall 2010 semester has been one of the most exciting at UNCW. We brought in another 
stellar group of freshmen with a record average SAT of 1170, the third highest in the UNC 
system. We earned outstanding national rankings, including our first-ever, top 5 placement 
from U.S.News & World Report. We opened the nursing school’s new high-tech building 
and renovated Randall Library’s first floor, creating a Learning Commons for students, 
faculty and staff. 

At the Center for Marine Science, we celebrated construction of a new oyster research 
facility and held the groundbreaking for MARBIONC, a marine biotechnology building 
partially funded by a grant from the federal stimulus program. As you will see from the 
feature articles in this issue of UNCW Magazine, our faculty includes marine science 
experts respected nationally and internationally for their knowledge of marine mammals, 
deep sea corals and other oceanic life.

We brought Jimmy Bass back to UNCW as our new athletic director. He came to us from 
East Carolina University, where he spent the last three years as senior associate athletics 
director for external operations. Early in his career, Jimmy served as UNCW’s first full-
time athletics fundraiser. As executive director of the Seahawk Club and associate director 
of athletics, he bolstered our athletic scholarship efforts and pushed membership in the 
Seahawk Club from 250 to 1,100 in only three years.

Jimmy, our student-athletes, coaches and athletics staff are very excited about the direction 
our sports programs are taking, but they need your unwavering support to soar. So I hope 
you will make every effort to attend their competitions when you are on campus. Watch 
the games that are televised. Join the Seahawk Club. Buy a Teal Nation T-shirt from the 
bookstore and wear it with pride. The more alumni and friends like you participate, the 
better our athletics programs will become.

Many of you returned to campus in October for Fall Family and Alumni Weekend. The 
class reunions, legacy pinning ceremony and other events made the weekend very special. 
Mark your calendars now for Homecoming, Feb. 17-20, 2011. You don’t want to miss the 
celebrations, TEALgate, games, parade, campus tours and open house. Visit www.uncw.
edu/alumni/homecoming2011 for a complete schedule, registration and more information.

Homecoming 2011 will be very memorable for me since it will be my last as chancellor 
of UNCW. I am retiring next summer after eight years as chancellor. The extraordinary 
students, faculty and staff of this outstanding university have accomplished every goal 
we set for UNCW during 2003-04, my first year on campus. I knew from the moment I 
arrived that UNCW was destined for greatness. The foundation was here; the dedication, 
passion and commitment to excellence in teaching, research and regional engagement 
were here. My job was to bring all of those elements together and to keep the momentum 
going, especially during the economic recession and state budget crisis. I am so proud of 
the nationally recognized university that UNCW has become, and I deeply appreciate your 
support through the years. 

With warmest wishes,

Chancellor Rosemary DePaolo

chancellor@uncw.edu

Dear alumni and friends,
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Celebrate with friends and family 
during these 

homecoming 
festivities

ALUMNI REUNIONS
Catch up with professors and former classmates at 
receptions to reminisce and share memories. 

Cameron School of Business Alumni Breakfast 
 9:30-11:30 a.m.
 Computer Information Systems Building       

School of Nursing Alumni Breakfast  
 9:30-11:30 a.m.  •  Nursing Building

Communication Studies Alumni Brunch 
 10:30-12:30 p.m.  •  Leutze Hall

African American Graduate Association Luncheon  
 11-1 p.m.  •  Fisher Student Union

Housing & Residence Life Alumni Reunion  
 11:30-1:30 p.m.
 Tent outside of Seahawk Crossing

Psychology Department Alumni Reception 
 Noon-2 p.m.  •  Fisher Student Center

Watson School of Education Alumni Reception 
 Noon-2 p.m.  •  Education Building 

Transition Programs Reunion, Orientation Leaders  
& Seahawk Links
 2-4 p.m.  •  Warwick Center

Class of 1986, 25-year Reunion

TEALIN’ LIKE STUDENT, SOARING BACK  
TO SCHOOL 

1:30 p.m.

Check in at Cameron Hall

Get a glimpse of life as a current UNCW student by 
attending class or touring a new building.

HOMECOMING PARADE 

4:30 p.m.

Show your spirit and join the crowd to watch the 
parade soar through campus.

ALUMNI HOMECOMING TEALGATE ($)

Join friends at the Alumni TEALgate tent to pre-game 
Seahawk style! Enjoy food and drinks, guest speakers, 
music and games prior to the men’s basketball game. 
Game time to be determined; please visit www.uncw.
edu/homecoming for details.

ALUMNI HOMECOMING CELEBRATION
The after-party is in the Burney Center immediately 
following the game. Celebrate with complimentary 
food, drinks and live music from The Schoolboys. 
Dance the night away!

SEAHAWK SPORTS
Alumni and friends are invited to attend  
men’s and women’s basketball games,  
baseball and many more events held  
throughout the weekend!

Events listed below take place on Saturday, Feb. 19 and are free unless otherwise noted ($).

 www.uncw.edu/homecoming

http://www.uncw.edu/homecoming


U.S.News	and	World	
Report

No. 5 among public master’s  
institutions in the South 

(UNCW has been on the top 10 elite 
listing for the past 13 years)

No. 13 among all 118 public and 
private master’s universities in  

the South

On the list of up-and-coming  
master’s universities

Forbes
No. 17 on 2010 list of America’s  
Best College Buys for providing  
a high quality education at low  

costs to students

No. 2 among UNC system universities

Fiske	Guide	to	Colleges
Second year named as one of the 
 300 best universities in the U.S.  

and Canada

Princeton	Review
Seventh year on  

“Best in the Southeast” list 

GI	Jobs
Second year as one of the top  

military friendly schools in the nation, 
due to the benefits and opportunities 

offered to veteran students

244 percent increase from the fall 
2009 to fall 2010 in the number of 

active duty students attending UNCW

Surfermag.com
One of top five East Coast  

surf colleges

Poets	and	Writers
Masters of Fine Arts in  

creative writing second nationally  
for creative nonfiction

S e a r C h  U N d e r W a y  
f o r  N e W  C h a N C e l l o r

Sixteen people with close ties to UNCW will be key to the institution’s future 
as they seek a replacement for Rosemary DePaolo.

“We will have a role in selecting the next leader of UNCW, who will continue 
the course and take the university to an even higher level while maintaining 
the academic excellence this institution has seen under Chancellor DePaolo,” 
said Wendy Murphy ’93, chair of the board of trustees and the chancellor 
search committee. “Today we begin a new chapter in the history of UNCW.”

“This is the most important work you will ever be asked to do on behalf of any 
institution,” incoming UNC system president Thomas Ross told the committee 
on Nov. 12. “Institutions have different trajectories, and the one for UNCW is 
up and has been for some time. You want to find someone who can build on 
that legacy and not be satisfied with where you are. You are a school of choice 
for many students, and you want to remain that way.”

After getting input from the campus and general community, developing a 
leadership statement specifying the qualities sought in the next chancellor and 
working with Atlanta-based Parker Executive Search to identify candidates, 
the committee will forward the names of three finalists by April 2011 to Ross 
and the UNC Board of Governors who will make the final decision on UNCW’s 
next chancellor.

www.uncw.edu/chancellorsearch

Thomas ross, UNC president elect, (center) charged the chancellor search committee with its 
responsibilities in November. Wendy Murphy ’93, right, is chair, and George Teague, left, is one of 
seven university trustees serving on the committee.

T r u s T e e s 
Wendy Murphy ’93
Terry Coffey
Wilma Daniels
Sandy McNeill
Linda Pearce
Michael Shivar
George Teague

s T u d e n T 

Matt Victory ’11, SGA president

A l u m n i

Jason Wheeler ’99, ’03M

F A c u lT y / s TA F F 

Bruce McKinney, 
 Faculty Senate President 
 communication studies

Tony Puente, psychology

Susan Ivancevich, 
 accountancy and business law

Paul Hosier, 
 biology and marine biology 

Nancy Jones, 
 former staff senate chair  
 Watson School of Education

c o m m u n i T y

Estell Lee Harrelson ’55
Charles Evans

S e a r C h  C o M M i T T e e
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http://www.uncw.edu/chancellorsearch
http://www.uncw.edu/www/rankings.html
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http://www.uncw.edu/www/rankings.html
http://www.uncw.edu/www/rankings.html
http://www.uncw.edu/www/rankings.html
http://www.uncw.edu/www/rankings.html
http://www.uncw.edu/www/rankings.html
http://www.uncw.edu/chancellorsearch/committee.html


Students, families and fans of all ages will feel their Seahawk spirit soar as they  

page through the colorful illustrations of UNCW’s new mascot book,	Hello,	Sammy	C.	Hawk! 

Author Katie White ’09 returned to campus in September for two booksigning events 

and appearances with Sammy. The book is available exclusively at the UNCW Bookstore  

and Seahawk Shop for $14.95 plus tax and online at 

www.uncw.edu/bookstore or www.uncw.edu/athletics.
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fred eshelman and h. david Swain 
are the newest members of the  
UNCW Board of Trustees. 

Eshelman, founder and executive chairman of PPD 
Inc., and Swain, founder of Swain & Associates, a 
real estate services firm based in Wilmington, are 
thriving businessmen with a commitment to the 
future success of the university. 

Both have strong connections to UNCW. 
Eshelman’s wife April, daughter Kimberly 
and son-in-law Bryan Batten are alumni. In 
addition to the clinical research program, he 
supports scholarships and other programs for 
student-athletes. 

“Fred Eshelman is known throughout North 
Carolina as an advocate and supporter of higher 
education,” DePaolo said. “He is an accomplished 
innovator and entrepreneur who has inspired PPD 
to become a leading global contract research 
organization (CRO) over the past 25 years. UNCW 
is extremely fortunate to have a leader of Fred’s 
distinction on our board of trustees, and we are 
particularly grateful for him to have invested in the 
formation of UNCW’s clinical research program, 
provided by our School of Nursing.” 
 
Swain has been active on campus for many 
years, holding volunteer positions with the UNCW 
Endowment Board, the Cameron School of 
Business Executive Advisory Board, the Seahawk 
Club Board of Directors and the UNCW Board of 
Visitors, including a term as chair.  
 

N e W  T r U S T e e S

He and his wife Diane donate to the university, often choosing to 
support scholarships, such as the fund they created to benefit the 
children of New Hanover County employees. In 2009, the couple 
contributed a gift valued at $1 million to establish the H. David and 
Diane Swain Center for Business and Economic Services in the 
Cameron School of Business. 
 
“David Swain’s appointment to the board reflects his dedication to 
serving our university as well as the Wilmington community,” DePaolo 
said. “He is a wonderful friend and benefactor, a community leader 
who values education and shares UNCW’s commitment to providing 
our students with the most powerful learning experience possible.”

 Eshelman Swain

FAll 2010  UNCW Magazine
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Winding through the UNCW campus, Phase III of 
the 20-mile Cross City Trail is a crucial tie between 
sidewalks and bike trails from Monkey Junction to 
Wrightsville Beach.  

“This project is connecting our community 
in so many ways, literally threading through 
neighborhoods, linking them together,” Chancellor 
DePaolo said.

When completed, Phase III will stretch from South 
College Road to Mallard Drive through the UNCW 
campus and will connect sidewalks and bicycle 
lanes along Randall Parkway with Mallard Drive at 
Hooker Road. The trail will move through Autumn 
Hall and connect with the already completed 

LEGEND
 City Limits

 existing

 short-term

 Medium-term

 Long-term

 improved Pedestrian  
 Crossing

portion on Eastwood Road. Phase III will add three 
miles to the completed five miles of Phase I and II. 
This will make the Cross City Trail approximately 
20 miles long, and it will stretch from Wade Park in 
the Monkey Junction area to the Wrightsville Beach 
drawbridge. 

In June 28, Mayor Bill Saffo ’83 announced that 
the city of Wilmington received $2 million in federal 
stimulus funding for the final phase of the trail. “This 
multi-use path will allow us to get out of our cars and 
walk, jog and bike all across the city. This in turn will 
help make us healthier, make our roadways a little 
less crowded and our environment a little cleaner,” 
said Saffo. 

North

0 0.25 0.5 1 Miles

Nishtha	Sharma	’11



With the goal of enhancing the “intellectual quality of life” in the Cape 
Fear region, UNCW ceremoniously opened the new home of the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) in September. This institute is the only 
one at a publicly funded university in North Carolina and one of 120 
nationwide. 

“We’re celebrating an idea – the idea is that learning should never end,” 
Chancellor Rosemary DePaolo stated during the ribbon cutting. The 
3,200-square-foot building located across College Road from the  
campus encompasses a large classroom for 80 people equipped with  
a HD projector and sound system, small conference room for meetings 
and offices for OLLI staff.  

What’s more unique than the building are the “seasoned” students who 
will be using it. Since OLLI’s inception in 2005, membership, which is 
open to anyone age 50 and over, has grown to more than 1,450 people. 
There are hundreds more who participate in the many courses, discus-
sions and lectures OLLI offers each year.  

Mary Walker, OLLI board chair, firmly believes that OLLI’s success is 
due to the support from UNCW and its commitment to make OLLI a part 
of the community. “We are thrilled to have this opportunity to grow and 
having such a building that will take the program beyond our wildest 
dreams.” Since 2005, the Bernard Osher Foundation of San Francisco 
has awarded UNCW $1.85 million for lifelong learning programs.

Celia and Jim Strouse chose to retire in Wilmington, specifically because 
of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. After searching the East Coast, 
Celia recalled, “It wasn’t until we contacted UNCW about continuing 
education that we found out about OLLI. From that point on we knew we 
wanted a university in our community.” 

Now, the Strouses are entrenched in OLLI and love every minute of it. 
Celia stated, “These experiences are one of a kind and could have only 
been found through OLLI.” 

The couple believes that learning is just one aspect of education – social 
interaction is the other – “socialization is in itself rooted in education for 
the 50-plus age group.”  

When they were still new to OLLI, the Strouses would watch as good 
friends greeted each other. Jim would lean over to Celia and say, “Soon 
that will be us.” Now, years later, they are students again with the biggest 
and best group of friends they say they’ve ever had. 

OLLI offerings are listed online

www.uncw.edu/olli

has a new home
Meghan	French	’11

UNC Wilmington hosted a 
ribbon cutting and building 
dedication for the new osher 
lifelong learning institute on 
South College road

http://www.uncw.edu/olli


H o W  C a N  
I  p a r t I C I p a t e ?

OLLI members support the mission of the 
Osher Foundation’s commitment for intellectual 
engagement and community involvement. They 
receive discounts on outstanding adult learning 
programs, develop a network of new friends and 
enjoy a gateway to university events.

OLLI Member ($30 per semester)

w	Discounts on all programs 

w	Invitations to member-only events

w	One academic course per semester

w	Randall Library privileges

w	Buy one, get one ticket for the Franz 

 Liszt concert

OLLI Club ($250 per semester)

w	All member benefits plus ...

w	One Wilmington Symphony Orchestra ticket

w	Unlimited OLLI Societies per semester

w	One lunch program per semester

w	One dinner program per semester

w	Unlimited academic courses

w	Super Saturday Lecture

OLLI patrons can also make an additional 
monetary donation to assist in the university’s 
effort to enhance the quality programs offered. As 
state funds continue to shrink, the need becomes 
greater for members to further support OLLI. 

To become an active member of OLLI or make 
a contribution, please visit www.uncw.edu/olli 

or call 910.962.3644. You can also join OLLI on 
Facebook.

U
N

C
W

/J
am

ie
 M

on
cr

ie
f

FAll 2010  UNCW Magazine

9

cAmpus Digest

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1364690416
http://www.uncw.edu/olli


l e a r N I Ng
The attending nurses calmly ask a series of questions to assess the situation.  
one takes his temperature; another monitors his blood pressure and pulse. 99.1, 
141 over 82, 90 – the numbers appear on the monitor next to Mr. Brody’s bed. 

They consult by phone with the doctor and begin a nebulizer treatment to help 
improve breathing. as Mr. Brody acknowledges he’s feeling better, one of the 
nurses explains what will happen next as he is treated for chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease.

This all-too-real scenario was played out not in a hospital, but in one of the eight 
simulation laboratories in UNCW’s new $30.1 million School of Nursing building.

The nurses are students, getting hands-on clinical experience with lifelike  
mannequins who talk, breath, sweat and respond just as an actual, living,  
breathing patient would. The labs, which take up most of the second floor of the 
75,000-square-foot building, have a total of 16 simulation patients, from birthing 
women and a newborn baby to the most advanced $80,000 wireless 3G Sim Man. 

h a N d S  o N

Ashton	Brooks	’11

Coughing, gasping for each  
breath, Vincent Brody moans to  

the nurse in the critical care unit.  
“help me, i’m going to die.”

“Can’t you do something for him,”  
a frantic Mrs. Brody demands. 

10
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UNCW School  
of Nursing

Built for $30.1 million with  
state funding approved by  

N.C. General Assembly

75,000 square feet of 
academic and program space

10,000 square feet of simulation  
laboratory space

10 classrooms and 200-seat lecture hall

“Smart” classrooms with media presentation 
technology for instructor use including a  

computer, LCD projector, document camera,  
DvD media playback and sound system

50-seat distance education classroom  
to support off-site programming, particularly  

the Onslow County Extension program 

188 pre-licensure students working toward  
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)

74 students in RN to BSN program

81 students working toward a  
Master of Science in Nursing

47 students working toward undergraduate 
degrees in clinical research

31 full-time, 12 part-time faculty

“other than getting up and walking, he is like a real patient,” said debbie 
Pollard, pre-licensure program coordinator.

“With the simulation labs, students will see clinical situations they may 
never see in an actual clinical setting,” School of Nursing director James 
McCann explained. faculty overseeing the demonstrations can modify 
simulator programming by inserting changes to the condition of the 
“patient,” testing students on their protocol methods during an emer-
gency situation and helping them develop the critical thinking and 
technical skills necessary to be good practitioners.

“airplane pilots were the first to use simulators. That’s how the 
nursing and medical fields got the idea to do it,” said anne 
Zabriskie, simulation learning center coordinator. “This is  
definitely the way nursing education is going nationally.”

http://www.uncw.edu/son


When young adults are contemplating their college 
options, most of them consider places far from home 
and the siblings they have been putting up with for the 
last 18 years. 

But for the Campbells, it was the opposite. This fall, 
the two youngest siblings of the Campbell family, twins 
Brent and Kyle, joined their two older sisters, Leah and 
Tiffany, at the University of North Carolina Wilmington. 

A local Wilmington family with a firm foundation in  
faith, the Campbells are the type of people who emit 
positivity and lightheartedness and a strong desire  
to be successful. Their father, a pastor at New 
Beginnings Christian Church and retired Marine, 
encourages his children and tells them, “Don’t do as  
well as me; do better.” 

This motivation has resulted in four extremely talented 
kids who love the Lord, each other and UNCW. 

“My initial reaction was to get as far away as possible. 
Our dad was in the military so we traveled with him a 
lot, being together was what we always did. So I was 
like, ‘Okay, I’ve got to get out of there and do something 
different.’ Leah Campbell said. “Then, I know this 
sounds weird, but I heard the voice of the Lord, and it 
told me to stay at UNCW. And it freaked me out a little! 
I literally heard ‘UNCW’ over my left ear, and so when I 
started pursuing UNCW, doors opened for scholarships 
left and right, and I decided ‘hey, this is what I’m going 
to do.’ ” 

While trying to establish her independent life as a college 
student, Leah decided that she would make the most of 
staying close to her family and church. 

She, Tiffany, Brent and Kyle participate in a number 
of church activities like choir and youth group. Their 
connection to their church family was a major part of all 
of their decisions to stay in Wilmington. 

“That’s very important to us – making sure we’re not just 
hearing the word, but getting something from it. As you 
can tell we are very lively, and my dad is the same type 
of pastor, and I think that’s what draws a lot of college 
students to our church. Having that type of foundation 
right here at our fingertips is something I personally 
cherish,” said Leah. Tiffany, the self-proclaimed “mother 

hen” of the group, was thrilled to have her brothers join 
her at UNCW. But she was surprised to find that despite 
the small campus and intimate UNCW community, they 
don’t spend as much time together on campus as one 
would think. 

“I thought it was going to be a lot different. I thought 
I was going to see Kyle and Brent all the time. I make 
a point to wait outside their class every Tuesday and 
Thursday to see them,” said Tiffany. 

Freshmen Brent and Kyle run track which takes up a 
majority of their time, along with the required 10 hours 
of study hall for student athletes. A junior international 
business major, Tiffany works almost full-time at a 
grocery store to support her travel and sneaker habits. 
Leah also is very busy: A senior majoring in biology with 
a double minor in psychology and leadership, she is a 
resident assistant in the Seahawk Village and a member 
of the Student Academic Honor Board and Dean’s 
Advisory Council. 

With motivation from their father and encouragement 
from their mother, there is a lot of pressure on a 
Campbell to not only succeed but to excel and to apply 
a little healthy competition to it as well. As siblings who 
all attended the same high school, Leah paved the way 
as an outstanding student and left big shoes to fill for 
her younger sister and brothers. 

Tiffany said having an older sister to show you ropes 
and let you know what classes to take and what 
teachers to avoid has its benefits, but it also set the  
bar high and left her and the twins hearing a lot of  
“but you’re a Campbell!” in their years following Leah. 

On being a Campbell, Kyle said, “You’re always 
expected to do something great. You can’t really take  
a day off. And you sure can’t dress down, especially  
if Leah is around.” (Kyle and Brent, who were voted 
Best Dressed in High School, got a firm talking-to from 
Leah when she saw them around campus in  
their sweatpants!) 

However, these expectations Kyle is talking about 
would be nothing without the combined effort of the 
Campbell siblings’ mutual encouragement and their 
own personal drives to succeed. And whether it’s 
running track, leading campus organization, or traveling 
through Europe, the Campbells always do it with a level 
head, a strong faith, and of course, with style. 

Natalie	Price	’11

it’s all about
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Through his work as a recording musician, jingle writer 
and blog creator, Chase Holfelder has gained more 
national attention during his collegiate career than many 
hope to receive through a lifetime of work. 

His road to musical success started when he was a 
freshman living in Galloway Hall with drummer Jim Trice  
and was a singer/guitarist with the band The Mile After.

“When the band really started to take off, we put school 
on hold to try to pursue music professionally. We traveled 
extensively on multiple full-U.S. tours and spent a lot of 
time in California while recording our independently  
released record Armada. We ended up getting a couple 
of the songs heavily featured on the MTV shows The Hills 
and The Real World,” he said. 

Four years later, “after our bassist (who was Australian) 
decided to head back home, we thought it was time to go 
back to school and finish our degrees,” Holfelder said.

	Meghan	French	’11

In 2007, he entered the “My Harris Teeter” jingle contest. 
By modernizing the familiar jingle with his piano playing, 
Holfelder took home the $10,000 grand prize, and his  
jingle was used in a commercial aired during the season 
finale of American Idol. 

Earlier this year, the senior English major from Cary again 
tried his hand at jingle songwriting, this time for Folger’s 
coffee. He didn’t learn of the contest until the last minute, 
leaving him only one day to compose a song and post a 
video of his recording on the Folger’s website. His video 
received so many votes that he was flown up to New York 
to perform for American Idol judge Kara DioGuardi as one 
of five national semifinalists. 

Holfelder’s most recent success comes from his blog, 
WelcomeHomeBlog.com, which showcases the best 
videos of U.S. troops returning home. The blog quickly 
became a national sensation and was featured on CNN 
in August. It has an online fan base of more than 2,800 
on Facebook and garners about 3,000 unique visits daily.
Holfelder, who has no personal connection to the military 
himself, said he created the blog because he was touched 
by similar videos he saw posted on Facebook and other 
sites and wanted to share the joy.

“There is so much negative press right now surrounding 
the war. I wanted to show something different with the joy 
of these homecomings. I couldn’t find a central location 
for the videos, so I just created one,” he said.

The inspiration for this blog came when Holfelder was 
editing some of his favorite clips of returning soldiers into 
his first of several “best of” compilation videos featur-
ing his original music. Within weeks, the video went viral 
and has since racked up more than 3 million views on 
YouTube. Soon after, Holfelder bought a domain site and 
founded WelcomeHomeBlog.com. Holfelder has now 
received hundreds of heartwarming videos from all over 
the country and adds new content daily.

In looking to the future, Holdelfer said, “I would really like 
to monetize the site somehow to give back to related 
charities. A few have already contacted me asking for 
help.” He also plans to add a forum section to the site so 
military families can connect and support each other.

Harris Teeter jingle: 
www.harristeeter.com/other/videos/Commercials/ 
2007-My-Harris-Teeter-Jingle-Winner.aspx

Folger’s jingle: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=knqMcCTBpq4

Soldiers Surprising Their Loved Ones:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkGzqpGx1KU

CNN story: www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UwtVDynG-k

http://www.harristeeter.com/other/videos/Commercials/2007-My-Harris-Teeter-Jingle-Winner.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knqMcCTBpq4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkGzqpGx1KU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UwtVDynG-k


UNCW’s Randall Library is one of several libraries across 
the nation moving to a new model in which students 
won’t be reprimanded for making noise, computer-based 
research is the norm and group projects are replacing 
all-night study sessions. 

In response to the feedback from students, faculty and 
staff, the library this summer renovated an 11,000-square-
foot area on the first floor to create a more aesthetically 
pleasing and learning-conducive environment with sleek 
and comfortable furniture that encourages collaboration.

The Learning Commons features enhanced computers 
with dual monitors, larger tables for more group 
interaction, more than 300 power outlets for laptops, 
increased wireless capabilities and multiple self-serve 
I-Print stations. The service desk was moved to a 
central location in close proximity to the Technology 
Assistance Center, which moved to Randall Library 
earlier this year. 

As the intellectual hub of any academic community, 
libraries are changing to better accommodate a 
world where students are constantly connected to 
the world, their classes and to each other. University 
librarian Sarah Watstein notes that UNCW’s Learning 
Commons is different from the rest.  

“There are many variations on the ‘commons’ theme, 
but this one is very unique and special. It’s right 
at the entrance of the library, welcoming and well 
lit. We have brought different student services in 
as well like the Writing Center and the Office of 
International Programs. There is a different flow 
of services, safety and sensibility,” said Watstein.    

And the Learning Commons isn’t done yet.  

“It will always change,” said Lisa Williams, 
coordinator of research and learning services. “The 
purpose of the Learning Commons is to serve the 
students.”  No matter what the trend, the library 
will always search for the most effective way 
to enhance the experience of UNCW students. 

	Natalie	Price	’11

Isolated carrels, card catalogs and a labyrinth of book stacks are things of the past as study habits  

and learning styles evolve for students living in a technology-saturated world.

out of the carrel,  
into cyberspace

cAmpus Digest

http://library.uncw.edu/


CAVENAUGH

GALLAGHER

Who has had the biggest impact on your life?
I would have to say my mother. She had a huge impact on me.  
She always fought through the tough times and was always successful  
in the end. She led by example, and she was my inspiration. She always  
taught me that hard work truly pays off.

What is your favorite meal?
Fried catfish with hot sauce…that gets me every time. I also like pasta.

What do you like to do to relax away from basketball?
I like to go to the beach, work on my tan and snorkel. I especially enjoy going  
to Cooper Island in the Virgin Islands. I liked to go out on the boat and jump off.  
That’s relaxing to me.

What’s it like raising twins?
It’s very, very busy, but I love every minute of it. Everything is times two, such  
as clothes and shoes. I just try to spend some quality time with them, and I love  
every second of it. They are completely different and demonstrate their love in  
different ways. They’re a handful, but I wouldn’t trade it for the world.

Explain your reaction to being inducted into the Basketball Hall of fame.
When you dream of being successful, you don’t dream of being inducted into the Hall 
of Fame. It’s just too big a dream. I was extremely moved and honored. It was so  
wonderful to be recognized for all of the hard work and dedication that I have put into  
the sport of basketball.

What went into your decision to come to UNCW?
There were a lot of factors. The beach obviously helped. We have a beautiful campus, a 
wonderful conference, and I have the desire to win a national championship at UNCW.

What has surprised you the most about Wilmington?
I think it’s been the diversity of this city. It’s so different from the beach to the river, from 
the historical homes downtown to Landfall. It’s been very pleasant. I can’t wait to see the 
changing of the seasons. I might go to the mountains to see another part of the country.

What are your goals this season?
We’d like to be in the top four of the conference this year.  We’d like to win the games we’re 
supposed to and sneak in a couple that we’re not necessarily supposed to win. We’d like to 
be in a good position to fight for the CAA Championship when it’s time.

What advice would you give young players today?
I would tell them to never underestimate the benefit of hard work. And always be confident 
in the path that God has set for you.

You’ve lived in a lot of different places during your career. What’s been  
your favorite?
Venice. There was so much to see in Italy. Venice is a city built on water, and it’s amazing. 
You travel around in boats and the streets are water. 

What message do you have for UNCW’s alumni?
We need you. We need you to come back and support us. We want to put the type of 
product on the court that you will be proud of. We absolutely need our alumni to come back 
and support our university. We’d love to see you at our games.

   CYNTHIA COOPER-dYkE
wOmEN’s  basketbal l

http://www.uncwsports.com/SportSelect.dbml?&DB_OEM_ID=19800&SPID=11333&SPSID=92933


COACHES’

What went through your mind when considering this position?
First of all, I was impressed with the support for the program. The team 
has a good following, and it’s a great school. We have terrific academic 
standards in an outstanding location. I figured it would be an easy sell for 
recruits out there.

What surprised you the most about UNCW?
I think the beauty of the campus. It’s gorgeous. We have so many new 
buildings on campus.

What have you learned about Wilmington since you’ve  
been here?
I didn’t realize how much it’s growing. We used to come here and visit in 
the 80s. Now, we have Mayfaire and other areas. This city has grown and 
has a lot of character to it.

What are your goals this year?
Night in and night out, we have to play extremely hard. We have to take 
pride on the defensive end and value the basketball on the offensive end. 
We can’t allow our opponents second shots at the basket.

Do you have any teal in your closet?
I’ve got a couple jackets, but I need more ties. Maybe I can get some 
more teal ties for Christmas. I’ll use those jackets on special occasions 
for games. I can’t leave a jacket on, though. I have to take it off.

What’s your favorite basketball memory?
It would have to be the national championship team in 1982. I remember 
the camaraderie of that group. That was a team with strong unity. We got 
along well off the floor, and we had tremendous leadership from Jimmy 
Black. The Final Four run was pretty special. It felt like all of the hard 
work we went through in the off season paid off.

Who was your basketball idol growing up?
Believe it or not, it was Kyle Macy. He was a smart, intelligent guard. He 
was a good shooter and always under control. I loved when he used to 
reach for his socks at the free throw line. I asked him one time why he 
did that and that was how he dried his hands.

What advice would you give to young players today?
Keep working on the fundamental stuff, like handling the basketball. 
I would tell them to keep their eyes up when they dribble and make 
good passes. They should work on their shooting, especially free throw 
shooting. That’s a lost art.

Crunch Berries or Grape Nuts?
Definitely Grape Nuts. They’re healthy for you. I try to eat some nuts 
during the course of the day, so I don’t get too hungry. I’m big on eating 
fiber cereal in the morning, and I like Nutri-grain bars.

What message do you have for UNCW’s alumni?
It’s so important that we have the support of our alumni. We need the 
support of our alumni for our program and the university. 

Q&A
buzz PETERsON
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After 90 applicants, a 10-person search committee and one highly regarded search firm, 
UNCW named its new athletics director. Jimmy Bass, who has previous experience as 
a UNCW fundraiser, returned to the Seahawk family this fall. He is the sixth director in 
Seahawk history, succeeding Kelly Mehrtens who resigned in September. 

Bass spent the last three years at East Carolina University as senior associate athletic 
director, handling fundraising, ticketing and media relations for 19 intercollegiate athletic 
programs. However, it was not his first time with the Pirates, either. He previously 
worked for ECU under athletic director Dave Hart Jr. where he initiated a successful 
revenue-producing corporate sponsorship program for the Pirates. He also held posi-
tions at Davidson, NC State, Pittsburgh and Mississippi State. 

“My experiences working within the UNC system will be invaluable as we grow UNCW 
athletics,” Bass commented. “Time spent at East Carolina and NC State will provide 
everyday knowledge of how to solve problems during these challenging economic 
times…worsened by dwindling state budgets.” 

Before completing a master’s degree in sports administration from Ohio University in 
1980, Bass studied speech communication at NC State. He is a member of the National 
Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics and National Association of Athletic 
Development Directors. Bass’ goals include accruing the most scholarships possi-
ble allowed by the NCAA to support UNCW athletics and attracting more of the local 
community to sporting events. He intends to “build programs of excellence that local 
fans will want to invest in and support by their attendance.”

Bass recognizes the amount of work there is to be done for the athletics program to 
flourish, but sincerely believes the future is bright. “UNCW athletics are blessed with 
a very professional group of coaches who care about our student-athletes, and these 
coaches also are passionate about the successes of their various programs. 

“We have lots of work to do, but we can be successful building athletic programs of 
excellence here at UNCW.” 

Natalie	Price	’11

B a S S  r e T U r N S  T o  f l o C K  a S  N e W  a d

a member of the largest induction 

class in Naismith Memorial 

Basketball hall of fame history, 

UNCW women’s basketball coach 

Cynthia Cooper-dyke was the 

first player to be inducted based 

primarily on her WNBa career. 

UNCW faculty and staff honored  

her with a framed, signed photo 

from the enshrinement ceremony.
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Long-time administrator and coach William J. “Bill” 
Brooks, recognized as the patriarch of UNCW’s athletic 
program, was eulogized as “a big man, literally and 
figuratively” by First Baptist Church pastor Mike Queen.

Brooks died peacefully on Nov. 8; he was 88.

Hundreds of former players, colleagues and friends 
paid tribute to the man who left a lasting legacy of 
excellence in coaching and leadership, complemented 
by a personal approach that touched many lives.

“He was successful because he knew how to get the best 
out of people. He was very humble, and he knew what 
it meant to be a leader,” reflected David K. Miller, who 
played on Wilmington College’s 1961 national junior 
college championship baseball team and later coached 
alongside Brooks.

Brooks was UNCW’s first athletic director and served 
40 years in that post until his retirement on June 30, 
1991. The iconic figure put the school’s athletic fortunes 
on the map with vision, leadership and, often, countless 
hours of manual labor.

Brooks began his career at Wilmington College in 
1951 as athletic director, head basketball coach, head 
baseball coach and chairman of the health and physical 
education department. 

As baseball coach, he established the Seahawks as one 
of the top programs in the junior college ranks. He led 
the Seahawks to national championships in 1961 and 
1963 and a runner-up finish in 1962. In 27 seasons as 
baseball coach on three different levels, he compiled a 
574-292-6 record, being named NAIA District 29 Coach 
of the Year five times and NAIA National Coach of the 
Year in 1975 after taking the Seahawks to the NAIA 
World Series.

       the 
Brooks’ 
 legacy

Brooks also enjoyed success as a basketball coach. 
He piloted the team from 1951 to 1963 and took the 
Seahawks to a pair of NJCAA national tournaments 
in 1962 and 1963. His 1963 club finished sixth in the 
NJCAA tourney in Hutchinson, Kan.

Brooks also was recognized as a keen administrator. 
He oversaw Wilmington College’s entry into the 
NAIA in 1963 and laid the groundwork for the 
school’s rise to the NCAA Division I ranks in 1976-77. 
One of his biggest accomplishments came on June 6, 
1985, when UNCW joined six members of the ECAC 
South to form the Colonial Athletic Association, the 
league the school continues to compete in today.

Always working behind the scenes, Brooks 
spearheaded the development of the majority of the 
school’s athletic facilities. He worked hand-in-hand 
with many community members in the construction 
of Trask Coliseum, the opening of the Harold 
Greene Track and Field Complex, the erection of the 
department’s administrative offices, the William P. 
Nixon Jr. Annex and his namesake, the Brooks Field 
baseball stadium.

Brooks received the Will Wynne Award for his 
contributions to baseball in North Carolina in 1982 
and was elected to five elite groups – the National 
Junior College Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame, North 
Carolina Sports Hall of Fame, the UNCW Athletic 
Hall of Fame, the Greater Wilmington Sports Hall of 
Fame and the Nova Scotia Baseball Hall of Fame.

Those wishing to honor Brooks’ memory may do so 
by making donations to: William J.  Brooks Baseball 
Support Endowment, UNCW, 601 South College 
Road, Wilmington, N.C., 28403-5913. For more 
information, call 910.962.7737.

cAmpus Digest
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Photo taken under Noaa Scientific Permit No. 948-1692 to UNCW

The moment a baby draws its first breath 

is a precious instant in the remarkable 

cycle of life that shapes time on our planet. 

Even with 6.8 billion human beings on earth, 

the power of that moment remains special. 

Imagine, then, witnessing the first breath, 

or blow, of a newborn right whale, one of 

the world’s rarest creatures. 

B R E A T H T A K I N G !

Andrea	Weaver



Photo taken under Noaa Scientific Permit No. 948-1692 to UNCW

heather foley of duke University was one of the team members 

surveying off Jacksonville, fla., when the right whale birth was spotted. 
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That’s exactly what scientific 
observers from the UNCW-Duke 
University aerial survey team 
saw on an extraordinary day in 
March 2010 as they watched a right 
whale deliver a calf off the coast of 
Jacksonville, Fla. The team, overseen 
by UNCW marine mammal experts 
Bill McLellan and Ann Pabst, was in 
the area to conduct aerial surveys as 
part of a long-term marine mammal 
and sea turtle monitoring program 
sponsored by the U.S. Navy.

“We think we have a photo of the very 
first blow that whale took, which is 
pretty cool,” Bill McLellan said. 

“It is now up to us to make sure it 
grows up,” Pabst added.

Only about 400 North Atlantic right 
whales exist. 

These slow-swimming giants 
live along the east coast of North 
America, consuming zooplankton 
and other tiny organisms. Each year, 
they travel from feeding zones in 
New England and Canada to calving 
areas along the southeastern U.S. 
coast and back again. The right 
whale population grows very slowly. 
Females usually do not reproduce 
until after age 9 or 10; their 
pregnancy lasts for about a year. 

Even though scientists know generally 
where the mothers go to deliver their 
young, right whale births are rarely 
seen by humans. The UNCW-Duke 
team recorded the experience for only 
the second time in world history. 

When they first flew over the mother, 
the team saw a white mark on her 
flukes and feared she may have been 
entangled in fishing gear, which is 
detrimental to right whales’ health. 
They observed her for several minutes 
and then she dove away from the 
surface. 

“She took a big breath and dove,” 
McLellan said. “The team watched 
her. They could see her shadow 
underwater, and then she disappeared 
from sight. A few minutes later they 
observed clouds of blood on the 
surface. Then up pops something and 
at first they thought: shark attack. 
We’ve documented great white sharks 
in the area, but then they realized it 
was a newborn right whale! They got 
kind of excited then. It was obviously a 
big event.”

Huge, in fact. Female right whales are 
about 50-55 feet long and weigh up to 
70 tons. Their babies are 16-20 feet long 
at birth. As McLellan said, “The mom 
is the size of two tractor-trailer trucks 
duct-taped together, and the baby is 
the size of pick-up truck.”

“Before we knew how to make plastic,  
baleen was nature’s plastic.” 

– Bill McLellan, UNCW marine mammal expert

“A very big pick-up truck,” Pabst added.

The right whale’s sheer size nearly led 
to the species’ demise. Centuries ago, 
whalers dubbed these docile creatures 
the “right” whale to hunt because they 
contain enormous amounts of thick 
blubber and baleen. They are found 
close to shore, and when killed, they 
float, making it easier for hunters to 
harvest them.

“They were hunted to near extinction 
many centuries ago in Europe,” Pabst 
said. “Only handfuls of them survived. 
They’re really special animals, and 
we’re still learning about the species. 
They may live a long life, perhaps even 
over 100 years.” 

Right whales are now protected from 
commercial whaling, but their run-ins 
with ships and fishing gear continue 
to harm them. One of the reasons the 
UNCW-Duke team was on site that 
day in March was to share information 
about the whereabouts of right whales 
off the coast of Florida.

“They are not adapted or evolved to get 
out of the way of fast-moving vessels,” 
Pabst said. By working with state and 
federal agencies to track the whales, 
the team provides shipping crews 
with location data so they can navigate 
around the animals. “Sometimes, in 
conservation programs, it is better to 
try to adapt our behavior.”
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Status: Critically endangered – about 400 in the world

full international protection from hunting since 1935

adult size: 50 feet long; 70 tons

habitats: Coastal waters from Canada to florida

diet: filters zooplankton and other tiny creatures out of the 
sea through baleen plates

lifespan: Maybe as much as 100 years

history: Known as “the right whale to hunt” 

humans produced oil from blubber and a variety of items 
from baleen (corsets and hoop skirts, piano springs, buggy 
whips, umbrellas)

Why was observation of the right whale’s birth so important?

The UNCW-duke observation marks only the second time that 
a birth of this species has ever been documented, and it is 
the first right whale birth to ever be observed so far offshore, 
about 50 miles. New data from the observation may lead to 
enhanced conservation strategies.

the
U N C W  M a r i N e 

M a M M a l 

S T r a N d i N G 

P r o G r a M 

d i r e C T o r S

Bill Mclellan, North Carolina State 
Stranding Coordinator

d. ann Pabst, UNCW professor 
of biology and marine biology, 
assistant chair and graduate 
coordinator

M i S S i o N

To better understand local marine 
mammals and enhance their 
conservation

S T r a T e G i e S

Conduct observational surveys by 
air, land and sea; study stranded 
mammals

e d U C a T i o N a l  a N d 
r e S e a r C h  P a r T N e r S

duke University, N.C. State 
University, National Marine 
fisheries Service, National Park 
Service, North Carolina aquariums, 
North Carolina division of Marine 
fisheries, North Carolina Maritime 
Museum, North Carolina Wildlife 
resources Commission, Virginia 
Marine Science Museum

h i S T o r y

Study was part of a long-term marine 
mammal and sea turtle monitoring 
program for the U.S. Navy

www.uncw.edu/mmsp

about the
N o r T h  a T l a N T i C 

r i G h T  W h a l e



researchers and 
fishermen join ranks 
to rebuild oyster reefs

bushel by 

    bushel

swansboro oysterman John Craig, right, and UNCW student Neil hulland ’12 dump bushel baskets of recycled oyster 

shells from Craig’s boat. they worked with UNCW faculty and students, the North Carolina Coastal Federation and the 

N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries in May to distribute recycled oyster shells in stump sound, near the Morris Landing 

Clean Water Preserve in holly ridge.

 

William	Davis	’08M
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To lovers of local seafood,  

Stump Sound is a special 

place. For years, it has been 

the source of the freshest, best 

tasting oysters in the region. But 

like much of the state’s shellfish 

population, the oyster beds at 

Stump Sound are under threat 

from pollution, development, 

overfishing and disease.

To ensure that future 

generations can enjoy the 

oysters from Stump Sound 

and elsewhere on the North 

Carolina coast, a consortium 

of environmental groups, state 

agencies, local fishermen and 

researchers from the University 

of North Carolina Wilmington 

have partnered to rebuild and 

repopulate the state’s oysters.



With the assistance of a $5 million federal stimulus 
grant, the Stump Sound project and others like it in the 
state, including the creation of a 47-acre reef in Pamlico 
Sound, have expanded more than a decade of work 
by UNCW researchers and state officials to rebuild the 
oyster population. 

The efforts have paid off, according to marine fisheries 
officials. The state announced that the oyster has 
rebounded by 400 percent in the past four years, with 
oystermen landing more bushels this year than any 
since the pre-red tide harvests of the late 1980s. Marine 
fisheries directly attributes the recovery to reef-building 
efforts like the one on Stump Sound.

At the Stump Sound site, bulldozers dig into huge 
mounds of recycled oyster shells, collected across the 
state at restaurants and from individuals, and load them 
into wooden bushel baskets. The baskets are transferred 
onto boats by local oystermen, who are paid by the grant 
to move the boats across the Intracoastal Waterway to 
the sound, which lies just inland of Figure Eight Island. 
The oystermen empty the baskets at marked spots, 
slowly building a new reef.

Troy Alphin, senior research associate at the UNCW 
Center for Marine Science, and a group of students 
monitor the new reefs alongside the oystermen. They 
will collect data for the next four years, after which the 
new reef will open for oystermen. 

“Once the site is opened up, fishermen will be able 
to earn a second round of money because they’ll be 
able to harvest the oysters that were grown on these 
shells right here,” said Ted Wilgis, coastal education 
coordinator for the N.C. Coastal Federation.

Oysters thrive in the calm waters of the Intracoastal 
Waterway. While the state has several species of 
oyster, the eastern oyster, Crassostrea virginica, 
accounts for the vast majority of the harvest on the 
East and Gulf coasts. Research has shown that while 
oysters can settle on artificial reefs of concrete or 
debris, they are biologically attuned to seek out other 
oyster shells.

AMI WILBUR
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“Oysters have a very strong preference for settling on  
oyster shells,” said Ami Wilbur, associate professor of  
marine biology and director of the UNCW Shellfish  
Research Hatchery.

The oyster plays a critical role in the coastal ecosystem. 
While the economic role of the oysters is a concern of the 
agencies restoring the reefs, their importance goes beyond 
economics. Biologists refer to the oyster’s role as the  
“Three Fs” – food, filter and fish habitat. 

Oysters provide sustenance not just for humans, but for a 
large variety of animals that either feed directly on the oyster 
or use the oyster reefs as a habitat, which provides both 
protection and a source of food. 

More importantly for the health of the ecosystem, oysters 
serve as a filter, cleaning algae and sediment from the water. 
A single oyster can filter 35 gallons of water a day, removing 
detritus from the ecosystem. As one of the major side effects 
of coastal pollution is algal blooms called by fertilizer runoff, 
the oysters’ ability to remove algae means that a healthy 
oyster population can mitigate the effects of development 
and pollution, although those same factors are a major cause 
in the steep decline of the state’s oysters.

“These oysters are really important for keeping our waters 
clean,” said Wilbur.

Alex Kuigre of Varnumtown has harvested oysters from the 
waterways of North Carolina for more than three decades. 
His father and mother before him were also oystermen, 
and he considers the trade to be his heritage. He blames the 
region’s rapid development, and the environmental impacts 
of that growth, to be the main cause of the oysters’ decline.

“They ain’t the oysters there were when I first started. What’s 
done that is pollution,” said Kuigre.

The majority of the oystermen working on the reef at the 
Stump Sound site come from Varnumtown, a town whose 
long history is intertwined with the state’s oyster trade. 
Thirty years ago, Kuigre said he could set out on his boat in 

the morning and return with 42 bushels before midday. Now, 
he said, he’s lucky to have five bushels to show for a day’s 
work. He said that the economy has led more people to return 
to collecting oysters out of necessity, which also has reduced 
the take available to longtime oystermen like him, although 
he doesn’t begrudge them the income.

“I can’t blame anyone for trying to live,” said Kuigre.

One way that UNCW hopes to help oystermen like Kuigre is 
through the development disease resistant strains of oysters 
at the Shellfish Research Hatchery, recently completed at the 
Center for Marine Science campus. The hatchery will provide 
researchers with a place to directly monitor juvenile oysters, 
as well as produce spat – baby oysters – that can be seeded 
directly onto the reefs like those at Stump Sound. 

Wilbur stresses that the purpose of the hatchery will not be to 
compete with private industry. 

“We’re not going to produce oysters that anyone can eat. We 
produce oysters that you can barely see,” she said.

At the moment, the research has not been done to determine 
whether artificially seeding a reef actually improves a reef’s 
yield. Using spat purchased from a hatchery in Bear Creek, 
N.C., Wilbur said UNCW researchers built six reefs this 
summer, seeding half of them and letting nature take its 
course at the other half. They also plan to continue studying 
reefs built five and 10 years ago in conjunction with UNCW.  
Wilbur hopes this research will lead to better insight on the 
best practices for rebuilding the reefs.

The Gulf of Mexico always has been the powerhouse oyster 
producer in the South, according to Alphin. While he says he 
can see no positives in the possible effects of the BP oil spill on 
the region’s ecosystem and shies away from calling it a positive 
for North Carolina’s oyster industry, Alphin said that it could 
take decades for the ecological effects of the spill to manifest 
and dissipate in the Gulf. That could mean an increase in the 
value and prominence of North Carolina oysters.

“Traditionally, we’ve been a little bit smaller, but there’s no 
reason the North Carolina industry can’t grow,” said Alphin.

Graduate student anne Markwith ’11, right, Martin Posey, left, and research associate Troy 

alphin, center, identify and count native and non-native species of oysters during low tide along 

the intracoastal Waterway, near the mouth of hewlett’s Creek. Their findings also help ami 

Wilbur, above, in her research on the parasite Bonamia and its affect on the eastern oyster in 

southeastern North Carolina.  
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Associated Press reporter Brian skeloff and 

greenpeace scientist John hocevar prepare to 

deploy a submarine more than 1500 feet into 

the ocean to a coral reef near the Deepwater 

horizon spill site. right: steve ross and 

sandra Brooke map out their research plans 

for deep sea coral reefs less than 40 miles 

from the Deepwater horizon spill.
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r e S e a r C h e r S  e x P l o r e  o i l  
S P i l l  e f f e C T S

In the wake of the April 20 Deepwater Horizon drilling 
rig explosion, UNCW researchers immediately began to 
monitor, measure and mitigate the impact of the huge oil 
spill through collaborative efforts with other universities 
and emergency response teams.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
and other federal agencies called on research-strong 
universities to provide the scientific expertise, equipment 
and baseline data needed to recover and protect as much 
wildlife and human habitat as possible. Because of its long-
standing history of research in Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic 
Ocean waters, UNCW had a team of technologically savvy 
researchers with long-term data sets and access to advanced 
oceanic equipment, ready to spring into action.

Ready at the helm Lindsay	Key	’11M
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Deep impacts
An expert in coral ecology, UNCW 
researcher Steve Ross is one of only 
a few scientists in the world with 
baseline data on deepsea corals in the 
Gulf. Thought to take thousands to 
millions of years to grow in depths 
ranging from 1,600 feet to more than 
2,625 feet, these coral mounds live 
in a low-oxygen area of the ocean 
where space is tight and life balance 
is delicate. They serve as a habitat 
and spawning ground for hundreds 
of diverse populations of fish, crabs, 
starfish and other organisms and have 
proven to be sensitive to climate and 
environmental change often triggered 
by harmful human practices. 

From a natural resource perspective, 
this coral wilderness is precious. 
Explored by humans for only the past 
10 years, the Gulf’s comparatively 
untouched coral habitat can offer 
scientific insight that reefs long 
damaged by human practices – such 
as those off many European coasts 
– cannot. However, if damaged by 
oil or oil-fighting dispersants from 
the Deepwater Horizon spill, these 
delicate corals may not re-colonize 
rapidly or at all.

Especially in light of the recent 
disaster, “more must be learned about 
these rarely explored habitats so that 
we know how to preserve them,” Ross 
said. This year, Ross participated in 
multiple research cruises in defense of 
these ancient “redwoods of the deep.” 

The first cruise, funded by the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) and 
launched in September, used the Cape 
Hatteras ROV to target specific coral 
study sites of the Gulf less than 40 
miles from the oil spill location. The 

crew collected samples around deep 
coral sites to better understand the 
health of the habitats and to observe 
any oil impacts.

The second cruise in October, done in 
collaboration with Greenpeace, served 
as a complement to the USGS cruise; 
samples were collected in targeted 
coral study sites in the same regions 
of the Gulf.

A third cruise, coordinated by the 
NOAA Cooperative Institute for Ocean 
Exploration, Research and Technology 
program, sailed in November, with 
Ross as co-chief scientist with Sandra 
Brooke of the Marine Conservation 
Biology Institute. This cruise focused 
on deepsea coral ecosystems along the 
Florida coastline. Ross and his team 
will compare findings from each cruise 
to the baseline data he has collected 
over the years in those same areas to 
determine impact from the spill.

Long-term effects
Meanwhile, another UNCW researcher 
at the Center for Marine Science, 
Andy Shepard, is working with 
NOAA, serving as associate director 
of the Cooperative Institute for Ocean 
Exploration, Research and Technology 
(CIOERT). Shepard participated in 
an eight-week Florida Shelf Edge 
Expedition (FLoSEE; cioert.org/flosee). 
The goal of the summer mission was 
to determine the location of deep coral 
reefs and to understand how these 
reefs might connect to each other and 
shallower reefs around Florida, in terms 
of gene flow and nutrient cycling. 

Launching just three months after the 
Deepwater Horizon spill, and before 

hazardous oil could seep into those 
waters, FLoSEE also assessed the 
condition of reefs prior to potential  
oil impacts.

“Corals don’t like oil or chemicals in 
the dispersant used to treat the DWH 
spill. Past studies show a variety of 
impacts from sub-lethal impacts such 
as stunted reproduction or growth, 
to lethal impacts to larvae or whole 
colonies. Branching corals, which 
are most common on deep coral 
ecosystems, are most susceptible,” 
Shepard said.

The FLoSEE science and operations 
team, which included more than 
60 research faculty, technicians and 
students from at least 10 different 
institutions, used the Johnson-Sea-
Link II manned submersible, as well 
as a variety of mid-water samplers 
and sensors to collect baseline data 
on benthic and pelagic communities, 
water and sediment chemistry. 
During the expedition, no surface or 
subsurface oil was observed; however, 
impacts of the oil spill could take a 
while to surface, and Shepard remains 
in the field working for CIOERT.

Hitting home
The impacts of the spill may not 
be limited to the Gulf. Although 
there was only a slight risk that 
Deepwater Horizon oil could reach 
North Carolina, a team of UNCW 
researchers sampled ocean water, 
sediment, shellfish and fish along New 
Hanover County beaches. The baseline 
data they collected could be used to 
document the arrival of new hazards.
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Growing up in the hills of West Virginia, marina piscitelli was drawn to uncW for 
its reputation as a premiere undergraduate research university. little did she know 
that her experiences as a marine biology student, earning undergraduate and 
master’s degrees in 2007 and 2009, respectively, would lead her to the center of 
an environmental disaster – the deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of mexico.

As a student working in Ann pabst and Bill mclellan’s laboratory, piscitelli 
perfected the science of marine animal necropsy, or the dissection of stranded 
whales and manatees. Accepting a job as a stranding responder in the lab post-
graduation, she also learned about the inner workings of the north carolina 
stranding program and how officials collaborate to track data in the northern, 
central and southern regions of the state’s coastline.   

in January, she was contacted by the Florida’s u.s. Fish and Wildlife services 
to work temporarily in the st. petersburg pathobiology lab conducting manatee 
necropsies. Water temperatures had dropped so low that manatees had 
developed frostbite lesions and open sores, and many died from the extraordinarily 
cold temperatures. during the week that she worked, she did anywhere between 
10 to 20 manatee necropsies per day.

piscitelli’s technical expertise and experience with the Florida manatee disaster 
made her a key contact for scientists responding to the deepwater Horizon  
spill at the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas in new orleans. The facility was 
one of two set up by Audubon to accept sick sea turtles and to conduct the  
de-oiling process. 

As sea turtle and marine mammal rehabilitation program administrator, she was 
responsible for feeding and managing sick dolphins and sea turtles as well as 
coordinating visits of veterinarians, technicians, volunteers and interns from across 
the country.

during the first few months of her appointment, noAA conducted proactive boat 
searches for sea turtles in the oiled sargassum of the Gulf of mexico. Because 
the boats didn’t usually dock until 5 p.m. most days, piscitelli and her team often 
worked with turtles into the wee hours of the morning, only to sleep for a few 
hours and start the process again the next day. The team cared for two bottlenose 
dolphins and more than 200 sea turtles, with only five deaths to report.

The team consisted of Larry Cahoon, 
a biological oceanographer with 
special interest in phytoplankton and 
sediment microbe dynamics; Thomas 
Lankford, a marine biologist focusing 
on fish population abundance and 
health in the surf zone; Martin Posey, 
department chair of biology and 
marine biology focusing on marine 
bottom animal communities and 
food web structure; Troy Alphin, 
a benthic ecologist focusing on 
collection and lab analysis of marine 
bottom communities; Lynn Leonard, 
department chair of geography and  
geology focusing on sediments and  
beach topographic profiles; and a slew  
of graduate students, technicians and 
undergraduate students.

In accordance with a two-year 
biological study, funded by the North 
Carolina Sea Grant, the team already 
was preparing this spring to take 
samples to access the biological results 
of a local beach nourishment project. 
The oil spill occurrence caused them to 
re-direct their energies.

“Our studies of beach renourishment 
effects on New Hanover County 
beaches provided excellent baseline 
assessments of conditions on those 
beaches before any oil spill impacts,” 
Cahoon said. “It’s clear that BP oil 
won’t reach us, although there was 
fear it might, but oil or other impacts 
could easily affect N.C. beaches, so 
we argued to extend the sampling 
to create a good and more extensive 
baseline.”

C r I s I s  r e s p o N s e



giViNg MATTERS

Andrea	Weaverthe‘Write’ gift
our story begins during World War ii with an aspiring writer who wins a prestigious 

award, and it ends, decades later, with a new creative writing fellowship at UNCW. 

G i f T S  o f  a l l  l e V e l S  W i l l  M a K e  a  d i f f e r e N C e. 
CoNtACt UNiVersity ADVANCeMeNt At 910.962.3751 to LeArN More.
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as important as these facts are, they are bookends 
to the writer’s real narrative, a life shaped by choices 
and second chances, and a legacy created by a 
mother’s love for her children and their love for her. 

Bernice Galansky Kert received the avery hopwood 
award for essay writing while studying at the 
University of Michigan. other notable recipients 
include poet Jane Kenyon, children’s author Nancy 
Willard and playwright arthur Miller.

after finishing her bachelor’s degree in 1944, Kert 
taught english as a graduate student at Michigan  
and worked on her writing. in 1946, she published a 
short story in Seventeen, but soon after, fiction took 
a backseat to her real life.

She fell in love with an army doctor, Morley Kert. 
They married and moved to California in 1948. he 
established a successful private practice as a cardi-
ologist; she raised their three children. as daughter 
Kathryn Kert Green recalled, “She was always there 
for us. She was a very supportive mom.”

although focused on her family, Bernice Kert never 
shelved her interest in writing. once Kathryn and her 
siblings elizabeth and Charles were in school, their 
mother sold several short stories and penned unpub-
lished novels. 

giViNg MATTERS

She took continuing education classes at UCla to sharpen her skills 
and connect with other writers. as elizabeth Kert remembers, “She 
always wrote.”

one class proved fateful, inspiring a new direction in Bernice Kert’s 
writing … a direction that would lead to two published biographies 
and a lasting contribution to the study of ernest hemingway’s work.

“She wrote fiction first,” Kathryn recalled. “The idea for nonfiction 
came out of a class on hemingway. She also was inspired by a biog-
raphy of Zelda fitzgerald.” Zelda was an author and the wife of f. 
Scott fitzgerald.

“our mother became interested in the women in hemingway’s life,” 
elizabeth Kert said. 

in 1983, Bernice Kert published	The	Hemingway	Women:	Those	Who	
Loved	Him	–	the	Wives	and	Others, about the author’s dramatic rela-
tionships with the women in his life. it remains a respected resource 
in hemingway research. 

in 1993, Kert published another successful biography, Abby	Aldrich	
Rockefeller:	The	Woman	in	the	Family, about the wife of John d. 
rockefeller Jr., a well-known philanthropist and founder of the 
Museum of Modern art in New york.

in her later years, Kert focused her talents on helping other writers. 
“She was a very positive, upbeat person,” elizabeth said. “She liked 
mentoring young writers.” 

after Kert died in July 2005, at age 81, her children wanted to 
commemorate their mother’s lifelong love for writing. Kathryn called 
Kert’s agent for ideas, who suggested contacting david fenza, exec-
utive director of the association of Writers and Writing Programs.  

“She asked david to recommend a worthy program where true 
mentoring was going on, a program where even a small amount of 
money could make a difference, and he told Kathryn and her siblings 
about UNCW,” said Philip Gerard, professor and department chair of 
creative writing.

UNCW’s creative writing program, among the “Best of the Best” in 
the nation, is one of “five innovative/unique” programs in the U.S., 
according to	Atlantic	Monthly. Poets	&	Writers magazine ranked 
the creative nonfiction program second in the nation and the entire 
M.f.a. program 30th overall.  

The way UNCW “supports and encourages the writing of both non-
fiction and fiction” was especially important, Kathryn said. “We 
wanted to do a memorial. We wanted to give the funds to a program 
where they were really needed, where they would make the biggest 
difference.”

They established the Bernice Kert fellowship in Creative Writing, 
awarded annually to a student in the Master of fine arts program 
in the department of Creative Writing. Their mother’s passion for 
writing will live on in the generations of future scholars who benefit 
from the fellowship … writing happily ever after.

the end
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T r a S K  C o l i S e U M
There’s no better place to get your teal on than Trask Coliseum, 
especially during Homecoming. Mark your calendars now and come 
back to campus for a weekend of festivities, Feb. 17-20, 2011.

6 5
S h i N N  P l a Z a
Strength, grace, history, beauty – see them all in the 
symbols and shapes that make Shinn Plaza unique.

No MAtter Where iN the WorLD yoU resiDe

What are your favorite places to visit when you 

come back to campus? Where do you make your 

friends, families, spouses and significant others 

take photos when you visit UNCW? Here are 

our top six choices of the best picture places on 

campus. Tell us yours. Post your suggestions – 

and favorite snapshots – on the wall @ UNCW’s 

Facebook page.

Seahawk  
  Snapshots

T h e  a r C h e S
These campus gateways stand tall, proudly 
promoting UNCW.

2
o U r  o N l i N e  C o M M U N i T i e S :

a l U m N I  a s s o C I at I o N  b l o g

Fa C e b o o k

t W I t t e r

Y o U t U b e
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T h e  W a T e r  T o W e r
The sentinel of Seahawk country! The water tower always  
welcomes alumni home.

4
T h e  C l o C K  T o W e r
A gift from the Class of 2000, the clock tower 
symbolizes UNCW for the youngest generation of 
alumni. Each fall, the new freshmen begin their “trek to 
Trask” at the clock tower.

3

T h e  S e a h a W K  a N d  h o G G a r d  h a l l
Two classic icons in one picture-perfect location...  The Seahawk, a gift from philanthropist Ike 
Belk, is a fairly new addition to campus while Hoggard Hall was the first building constructed 
when the university moved to College Road. A rare combination of history and vision – that’s 
what makes UNCW special for all students and alumni.

1

YoU CaN staY CoNNeCted WItH UNCW
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1950s
robert (bob) dobo ’50 

(posthumously) and 
gabriel (bill) dobo ’51 

won the lifetime Ach- 
ievement Award from 

Wilmington StarNews.

1960s
robert b. Eakins Jr. ’66 is 

proud of his legacy at uncW- 
his two children are uncW 

graduates: laura Eakins ’90 
and patrick Eakins ’99.

donald E. godwin ’69 was 
honored in the 2010 Texas 

super lawyers listing for his 
exceptional legal work on behalf 

of clients. He is chairman and 
ceo of the law firm, Godwin 

ronquillo, pc. He earned additional 
honors being named one of the top 

100 lawyers in dallas-Fort Worth, 
Texas, for a sixth time.

1970s
lenden Ellis ’71 is president of Apex 
coVantage in Herndon, Va., and is in 
charge of the smart Grid solutions 
division.

barry s. Asbury ’74 is editor in chief of 
Consumer’s NewsGuide, executive 
director of the Knowledge institute 

and president of Taxpayers of the 
united states.

Gov. Beverly perdue appointed 
tannis f. nelson ’74 to the north 
carolina commission on 
Volunteerism and community 
service. she is consultant 
for nelson consulting and 
marketing and is a substitute 
teacher for new Hanover 
county schools. she is 
a member of the north 
carolina partnership for 
children, serving as vice 
chair of the board, vice 

chair of the governance committee 
and parliamentarian. she also is  
a member of the educational 
Advisory committee for the n.c. 
seventh congressional district and 
president of the n.c. Association of 
parliamentarians.

gary W. Coburn ’77 is a senior staff 
geologist with murphy oil e&p in 
Houston, Texas.

Angela Hankins metts ’79, ’08m is the 
early college high school liaison for 
Brunswick community college and 
Brunswick county early college High 
school. she also is a trainer for the new 
schools project critical Friends module.

1980s
After teaching middle and high school 
science for 24 years, Jan Hanes Cahela 
’80, ’82 returned to Beaufort, where she 
is self-employed as an artist.

francis x. de luca ’81 is the executive 
director of the John W. pope civitas 
institute.

Wallace Ashley III ’82 passed away 
April 21, 2010. He worked for the n.c. 
department of revenue for 28 years.

margaret norton ’84 is the author of 
When Ties Break: A Memoir about How 
to Thrive After Loss, published by Tate 
publishing and enterprises. margaret 
is involved with several organizations 
including Writers’ Group of the Triad 
and the national Association of 
professional Women. 

lynn fulton ’84, ’88m was 2010 principal 
of the year for new Hanover county 
schools. she has been principal of 
Winter park elementary school since 
2005. 

Jeff Clark ’85 is chief operating officer of 
marine Federal credit union, overseeing 
lending and collections, commercial 
services and branch operations.

Caroline reda ’85 is the ceo and 
president of Ge Hitachi nuclear energy.

roger morgan ’86 is the assistant 
principal of Grandy primary school in 
camden.

brett barnes ’87 is the business 
development office and senior vice 
president at First Bank in Wilmington.

Haywood A. barnes ’87 is a partner in the 
charlotte office of poyner spruill, llp. 
He is a member of the American Bar 
Association’s Business law section 
commercial finance committee, the 
Association of commercial Finance 
Attorneys and the Turnaround 
management Association.

Eric Hickman ’88 is senior vice president 
and Wilmington market president for 
Gateway Bank, but he earns acclaim as 
a musician in two local bands, sound 
dogs and Jack Jack 180. 

dawn Carter ’89 is the director of 
resource development for Good 
shepherd center in Wilmington. 

tracey frank pringle ’89, owner 
and director of club literacy, was 
recognized for her work in the area of 
child development at the Womansage 
celebration luncheon may 22, 2010, 
in Anaheim, calif. she was one of 10 
women chosen for their contributions 
towards improving the quality of life for 
orange county families. in addition, she 
received an award from the california 
state Assembly.

1990s
Watson g. Caviness ’91 was elected to 
the new century Bancorp Board of 
directors. He is a founding director 
of new century Bank of Fayetteville 
and served on the new century 
Bank south region Advisory Board. 
He is president of caviness and 
cates Building and development 
co., president of caviness land 
development inc. and owner of 
caviness and cates communities. 
He is a member of the national 
Association of Home Builders.

roger E. Hamrick ’91m received 
national board certification as an 
exceptional needs specialist, early 
childhood through young adulthood. 
He is an intensive behavior support 
teacher with new Hanover county 
schools.

James E. Hickmon ’92 is special 
counsel for Hedrick, Gardner, 
Kincheloe & Garofalo, llp, law firm 
and directs their trusts and estates 
practice group.

Kimberly Horton ’92 was 2010 Teacher 
of the year for new Hanover county 
schools. An educator with 17 
years experience, she has taught 
kindergarten, first and second grade 
at Alderman elementary school. she 
also was named 2010 elementary 
school Teacher of the year.

lisa pinckney flint ’93 is vice president 
of marketing at rivercity company, a 
private, not-for-profit corporation that 
focuses on development of riverfront 
and downtown chattanooga, Tenn.

Christopher Hughey ’93 was appointed 
acting general counsel for the Federal 
election commission in August 2010.

scott tierney ’93 is the athletic 
supervisor with Franklin park district 
in Frankfort, ill. He and his wife Heide 
have two children.

max Westland ’93 and his wife Amber 
announce the birth of their third child, 
curran lee, on Feb. 2, 2010. They 
reside in Washington, d.c.

Jason Keckler ’94 was promoted to 
lieutenant with the Frederick, md., 
police department. 

sara Williamson bugler ’95, ’99m and 
her husband peter announce the 
birth of a son, Barrett oaks, on Feb. 
24, 2010. He joins Kaya Jean who 
was born in 2008. sara is a reading 
intervention teacher with Frederick 
county public schools in maryland.

robert W. rideout Jr. ’95 was 
appointed as a u.s. Administrative 
law judge. He received his J.d. 
degree from louisiana state 
university in 1998. He is a veteran of 
operation iraqi Freedom and is active 
in the north carolina committee for 
employers support for the Guard 
and the reserve where he serves a 
coordinator for legislative affairs.

Elizabeth tucker ’95 is the director 
of building and planning for 
Georgetown, s.c.

tracy stokes Workman ’95 received a 
master’s degree in education from 
elon university. 

Heather diehn ’96 is vice president of 
operations for Jackson county Bank 
in Wisconsin. 

ALUMNotes

Godwin ’69

Abrams ’02, ’07M
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peggy lyons good ’96 who was a 
teacher, volunteer and missionary, 
passed away this summer from 
malaria during her sixth trip to Ghana.

vern granger ’96 is the assistant dean 
of enrollment services and director 
of admissions at the university of 
Tennessee.

Chad oxendine ’96 and laura Kelly 
were married may 14, 2010. They 
live in concord. Both are certified 
u.s. professional Tennis Association 
teaching professionals.

vann pearsall ’96 is the director of 
development for the north carolina 
coastal land Trust and capability 
company. 

Colin Heaton ’97 and wife Anne-marie 
lewis co-authored a new book, Noble 
Warrior: The Story of Major General 
James E. Livingston, U.S.M.C.

Katherine C. sarsfield ’97 teaches high 
school biology, zoology and physical 
science in Hillsborough, Fla. she is a 
Girl scout leader and mother of two 
daughters.

michael schirmer ’97 is the supplier 
diversity program manager for the 
delaware river and Bay Authority. 
He is pursuing a doctor of business 
administration degree at Wilmington 
university in new castle, del.

Christina digiovanna short ’97 and her 
husband Kevin announce the birth of 
their daughter, olivia rose, on June 
26, 2010.

Kara o’Conner gansmann ’98 and her 
husband mike announce the birth 
of their first child, Kinner Valentine, 
born on Aug. 6, 2010. Kara is a staff 
attorney with the state of Texas. 

Amy Hotz ’98, a reporter for the 
StarNews, is the author of Wilm on 
Film, a guide to television series and 
feature films produced in Wilmington. 

ryan Wall ’98 is president and ceo of 
Freight Handlers. He is active in dr. 
John c. maxwell’s eQuip and is an 
advocate of place of Hope, a faith-
based foster care program in south 
Florida.

Jesse Waters ’98, ’02m is the director 
of the elizabethan college Bowers 
Writers House. His first book of 
poems, Human Resources, will 
be released by inkbush press in 
december 2010.

maria richardson Zullo ’98 is the 
director of the Valley Forge military 
college’s learning Assessment and 
support center. 

Jonna Hamilton ’99m is a legislative 
assistant to u.s. sen. Byron 
l. dorgan from north dakota, 
concentrating on energy and 
environmental policy. she received 
a ph.d. in ecology and evolutionary 
biology from Brown university and 
was a Fulbright fellow in iceland in 
2003. 

trish gavin Johnston ’99 and husband 
lee  announce the birth of their son, 
Finn carthage, on sept. 15, 2010. He 
joins cameron Kenneth, 3. 
Trish is a senior copywriter with 
prudential. They reside in lincoln 
park, n.J.

Christina vaughn ’99 is the assistant 
principal of West middle school in 
montgomery county. 

Holly H. Wilcher ’99 earned a 
master’s degree in child and family 
development from the university of 
Georgia and is a ph.d. candidate in 
the university of denver education 
Administration and policy studies 
program.

Christopher Woolridge ’99 is the lead 
marine mammal observer for rps 
Group in Abingdon, oxfordshire, 
england. in addition, he was 
promoted to passive acoustic 
monitoring operator and monitors 
protected species such as whales and 
dolphins for the energy exploration 
industry in the Gulf of mexico.

2000s
bradley gardner ’00 is the perquimans-
chowan-Gates landfill director. He 
and wife laura have a son, Ben. 

shane p. Hendren ’00 is vice president 
of the laurinburg area BB&T Bank. 
He and his wife Jennifer have two 
children. 

sarah plummer ’00, ’06m and John 
Everhart ’00 were married April 24, 
2010. sarah is employed by craven 
county schools, and John is the 
owner of excel learning centers.

dana sachs ’00m is the author of 
The Life We Were Given: Operation 
Babylift, International Adoption and 
the Children of War in Vietnam, 
published by Beacon press.

James f. shine III ’00 and melissa 
Barrington, both of new Bern, were 
married June 12, 2010. James is 
employed by rHA as a child case 
manager.

Colby Wahl ’00 is a drumming 
instructor at sea sharp music 
Academy. www.colbywahl.com

Anne barnhill ’01m, author of the 
memoir At Home in the Land of Oz: 
Autism, My Sister and Me, published 
a volume of short stories titled, What 
You Long For.

george bishop ’01m is the author of 
Letter to My Daughter, a story about a 
mother whose daughter goes missing. 
George is also an actor and a world 
traveler. His writing has appeared 
in The Oxford American, The Third 
Coast Press and American Writing. 

Clyde Crider ’01m is co-director of the 
supply chain resource cooperative 
with the nc state university college 
of management. He resides in 
Fuquay-Varina.

diana gillikin ’01 is the service delivery 
manager of the state of Texas Health 
and Human services commission. 

lily Hunter ’01 and matthew 
deffenbaugh were married on Feb. 27, 
2010, and reside in Beulaville. 

Wade Kinlaw ’01 completed u.s. navy 
basic training at recruit Training 
command, Great lakes, iii. 

Kate tayloe ’01, ’07m is the school 
director at the Wilmington Academy of 
Arts and sciences. she was awarded 
uncW’s Watson school of education 
2010 distinguished Alumni of the year 
Award and the roy e. Harkin Teacher 
recognition Award.

Amanda Wynn ’01 received a ph.d. 
in information systems from nova 
southeastern university in June 2010. 
she is as the director of institutional 
research at regent university in 
Virginia Beach. in addition, she is an 
adjunct professor in regent’s school 
of undergraduate studies. 

Hannah de la Cruz Abrams ’02, ’07m is 
one of six female writers to receive the 
2010 rona Jaffe Foundation Writer’s 
Award, which includes a $25,000 
grant. Abrams, a lecturer of english at 
uncW, will use the grant to complete 
her book, The Following Sea.

Ioulia boxley ’02 is serving her country 
as a sailor with the u.s. navy. 

Emily burnett ’02 and brian marlton 
’01 were married oct. 3, 2009. emily 
works in the nc state university 
study Abroad office, and Brian is a 
systems analyst contracted by the 
national institute of environment 
Health sciences. The couple lives  
in cary.

Joseph g. landry II ’02 and marcia m. 
mcclelland were married June 12, 
2010. A 2009 graduate of the ohio 
state university college of dentistry, 
Joseph is a dentist employed by 
Gerald siscko, dds inc. The couple 
resides in canal Fulton, ohio.

rebecca larson ’02, ’05m and ryan 
lenz ’02, ’04m were married Aug. 8, 
2009. ryan is a senior business risk 
consultant with GlaxosmithKline in 
research Triangle park.

James turner ’02 owns a franchise of 
clean Air lawn care, landscaping 
with electric and biodiesel powered 
equipment. 

Amanda l. barbee ’03 and Andrew r. 
maddox were married Aug. 7, 2010. 
Amanda is enrolled at east carolina 
university to obtain an elementary 
education licensure. she is a 
secretary at Grace Baptist church in 
Wilson.

Krystal Chojnacki ’03 is the city 
manager of mendota, calif. she 
holds a master’s degree in public 
administration from california state 
university, Fresno. 

Amanda darrigrand duffy ’03 and her 
husband Justin ’03 announce the birth 
of a daughter, layla. Amanda is a 
second grade teacher at the o’neal 
school in southern pines.

teresa Kelley ’03 is a physical 
education teacher for cumberland 
county schools and is pursuing a 
master’s degree in physical education 
at unc pembroke. 

Amanda marks ’03 is the director of 
marketing with Bentley commercial in 
Greenville, s.c.

belinda simmons ’03 is a first grade 
teacher at Town creek elementary 
school in Brunswick county. 

Eric spencer ’03 is a clinical counselor 
in the office of student life at High 
point university. eric is a licensed 
professional counselor with a master 
of science degree and an educational 
specialist degree, with a focus on 
couples and family counseling, from 
unc Greensboro. 

Kendra d. swicegood ’03 and William 
Herbert Jr. were married June 26, 
2010, and reside in Greensboro. 

Keith Adkins ’04 is an account 
executive in the sales and marketing 
department of Fleet one, llc, in 
nashville, Tenn.

leah Ashley ’04, ’06 was named new 
Hanover High school Teacher of the 
year.

rothlauren C. bowman ’04 and her 
husband Johnathan announce the 
birth of a son, connor ulysses, on 
Jan. 22, 2010. He joins William, 6. 
rothlauren is a registered nurse 
with the Tripler Army medical center 
emergency department. They reside 
in Kailua, Hawaii.

lisa Campbell ’04, ‘09m is a family 
nurse practitioner at southeastern 
regional medical clinic Gray’s creek 
in Hope mills. she is certified by 
the American Academy of nurse 
practitioners. 

leigh A. doss ’04 and robert r. 
blackmon ’07 were married on June 
12, 2010. leigh has a master of social 
work degree from the university 
of south carolina. robert is a law 
student and mBA candidate at 
campbell university’s norman Adrian 
Wiggins school of law and lundy-
Fetterman school of Business.

brad Hutchens ’04 is a sales consultant 
with Aramark refreshment services 
working in the research Triangle park 
market.

Julie mcdaniel ’04 was 2010 middle 
school Teacher of the year for 
new Hanover county schools. she 
teaches at roland-Grise middle 
school.

Jodie marie nelson ’04 and murdoch 
dunn III ’07 were married may 1, 2010. 
Jodie is a nurse at new Hanover 
regional medical center, and 
murdoch is employed by roger moore 
Brick company inc. They reside in 
Wilmington. 

Carol smith ’04 is a marine science 
technician, second class, with the 
u.s. coast Guard marine safety 
unit. The Wilmington chapter of the 
navy league named her the enlisted 
reservist of the year based on her job 
performance and volunteerism in the 
community.

michelle stephenson ’04 and Brian 
naig were married Aug. 28, 2010. 
michelle received a master’s degree 
in education with a concentration in 
communication disorders from north 
carolina central university in 2006. 
she is a speech language pathologist 
with Johnston Health in smithfield. 

lindsay E. Walker ’04 and cameron 
mccall were married June 19, 2010. 
lindsay received a master of public 
health degree from unc Greensboro. 

Aanchal Agarwal ’05 and nitin Gupta 
were married may 29, 2010. Aanchal 
is the ceo of her family business, rug 
& Home inc. she has an international 
business degree and is enrolled in the 
executive mBA program at columbia 
university. 



CREWS

The latest artistic venture for 
bonnie England ’05, former owner of 
Bottega Art and Wine, is projekte, 
an all-encompassing art center and 
working studio, which focuses on the 
diversity of art-making processes. 
she is the winner of encore’s 2010 
Best Artist Award. 

Anna Herndon ’05 and Jon starcala 
were married may 15, 2010. she is an 
accountant with Worsley operating 
corp. They reside in leland.

lindsay E. Hicks ’05 and brian C. Joyce 
’05 were married oct. 24, 2009.

stephanie l. Jordan ’05 and paul r. 
Kelley Jr. were married June 19, 2010. 
stephanie is a special education 
teacher with Wake county public 
schools. The couple resides in 
raleigh. 

timothy r. Kane ’05 and his wife susan 
announce the birth of their first child, 
ryan donovan, on June 5, 2010.  
Timothy is a social studies teacher 
with Wake county public schools. 
They reside in durham.

douglas E. Kesling ’05m is the 2009 
American Academy of underwater 
sciences recipient of the conrad 
limbaugh memorial Award for 
scientific diving leadership. doug is 
the manager of the Advanced diving 
Technology program at uncW’s 
center for marine science. 

Amy K. pyles ’05 and lucas J. 
strobush were married dec. 5, 2009. 
Amy is a research chemist with BAsF 
in research Triangle park. 

Heather l. smith ’05 and roger l. 
Cooke II ’04 were married oct. 10, 
2009. Heather is a clinical research 
associate with ppd inc. and holds an 
mBA degree. roger is an instructor 
at marine corps Base camp lejeune 
and is pursuing a master’s degree in 
international relations.

Candace l. Williams ’05 ’07m and dustin 
A. Heath ’05 were married June 19, 
2010. candace teaches third grade in 
pender county schools, and dustin 
is the manager of Aquatic safaris in 
Wilmington.

london b. Williamson ’05 and scott 
C. schmidt ’05 were married may 
22, 2010. london is a development 
manager with easter seals ucp of 
north carolina and Virginia. scott 
is a sales manager with carolina 
creations landscape in shallotte. The 
couple lives in oak island. 

Kelly d. brinson ’05 and Kortney r. 
Wilson were married June 12, 2010. 
Kelly is employed by the drug safety 
Alliance in durham. The couple 
resides in raleigh. 

Katie till bork ’07 and her husband 
mathew ’06 and announce the birth of 
their first child, randal Jean, on Jan. 
24, 2010.

mary r. Crook ’06 and christopher J. 
skinner were married may 22, 2010. 
mary is a credit analyst with paragon 
commercial Bank in raleigh. 

Courtney m. Hall ’06 and Jeremy 
m. Tavares were married Jan. 16, 
2010. courtney is employed by east 
carolina Bank in Greenville, where the 
couple resides. 

Kerri l. Holliday ’06 and James I. Harris 
III ’07 were married July 10, 2010. 
Kerri is a pre-K teacher with new 
Hanover county schools. James, 
who earned a bachelor of science in 
nursing from the university of north 
carolina chapel Hill, is a registered 
nurse with new Hanover regional 
medical center. The couple resides in 
carolina Beach. 

Author of Band of Sisters: American 
Women at War in Iraq and The Girls 
Come Marching Home: Stories of 
Women Warriors Returning from the 
War in Iraq, Kirsten Holmstedt ’06m is 
the writer-in-residence at the college 
of William and mary department of 
english. Her course, titled “Writing 
stories that make a difference,” 
focuses on creative nonfiction. 

Jennifer A. murphy ’06 received a 
master’s degree in education from 
elon university.

Kimberly page ’06 is the producer 
of news 10 at 11 on WAlB- TV in 
Albany, Ga.

Curtis n. snyder ’06 graduated from 
the u.s. coast Guard recruit Training 
center in cape may, n.y. 

Justin r. taylor ’06 and sarah 
stainback were married nov. 7, 2009. 
Justin received his juris doctorate 
from north carolina central university 
school of law and is employed by 
lender’s Title and escrow, llc.

ryan Cappellari ’07 is the business/
product development manager at 
capps Home Building center, his 
family owned business based in smith 
mountain lake, Va.

Jessica l. Condrey ’07 and steven 
nelson ’06 were married oct. 17, 2009. 
steven serves on the uncW Alumni 
Association Board of directors and 
is the director of youth ministries 
for st. John’s episcopal church in 
Wilmington, where the couple resides. 

Claire robbins davis ’07 and her 
husband david Franklin announce the 
birth of a son, parker david, on April 
7, 2010.

genille C. goldson ’07 is the assistant 
director of residence life for peace 
college and holds a master’s degree 
in higher education administration-
student affairs from nc state 
university. 

Emily Hanks ’07 enrolled in the doctoral 
program in clinical health psychology 
at unc charlotte and is a member of 
the post-traumatic Growth research 
Group.

brent Hays ’07 is the personal lines 
sales executive for the Jacksonville 
branch office of siA Group, a 
full-service insurance agency. 

Jessica Joyner ’07 was promoted 
to director of alumni relations at 
campbell university college of 
pharmacy and Health sciences. 

laura neal ’07 graduated from 
campbell law school and is an 
attorney with dement Askew, llp,  
in raleigh.

Alisha J. oliver ’07m was designated 
as the technology risk consultant in 
charge for deloitte & Touche’s audit 
client, lowes corporation. 

lora prevatte ’07, ’08m is an associate 
with the mount pleasant, s.c.,-based 
moody cpAs and Advisors, llc. 

logan C. Wilber ’07 received a master 
of science degree from Winthrop 
university on may 6, 2010.

Josh Eddings ’08 is one of the 
producers of “red Fish can’t Jump,” 
a nature documentary advocating 
the protection of the red drum which 
premiered in April 2010. 

stacey Jarosewicz ’08 and norton 
B. Baker were married June 19, 
2010. stacey is pursuing a master’s 
degree in counselor education at 
east carolina university and teaches 
at Wallace elementary school. The 
couple resides in surf city. 

steven mcmurray ’08m received the 
distinguished master’s Thesis Award 
in the life sciences in 2010 for his 
work on caribbean giant barrel 
sponges. His work led him to develop 
the first technique for reattaching 
large sponges back onto the reef. 
He also received the 2010 Walter 
B. Jones Award for excellence 
in coastal and marine Graduate 
studies, which is administered by the 
national oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.

William H. morgan II ’08m and Kasie s. 
setzer were married Aug. 14, 2010. 
William is employed at pharpoint 
research in chapel Hill. They reside 
in durham. 

sallie smyth ’08, ’10m is the program 
coordinator for cape Fear Future, an 
initiative of the Greater Wilmington 
chamber of commerce to promote 
economic development. 

philip stone ’08 has opened an edward 
Jones investments in rockingham. 
He is a deacon at rourk presbyterian 
church and vice president of the 
Gideon’s international richmond 
north camp. 

Jennifer K. Wrenn ’08 and Jody m. 
Williamson were married July 17, 
2010. Jennifer is employed with 
richmond county schools. The 
couple resides in rockingham.

leeanne Zeznock ’08m and thomas 
bruin ’07, ’09m were married Aug. 28, 
2010. Both work and live in the 
netherlands with their infant daughter, 
sadie Adelyn.

matthew stevens ’09 graduated from 
the u.s. coast Guard recruit Training 
center in cape may, n.J. 

stephen “Andy” darnell ’09m passed 
all four parts of the uniform certified 
public Accountant exam and earned 
the designation of certified public 
Accountant. He works at pittard, 
perry & crone inc. and lives in new 
Bern with his wife, lauryn. 

Caleb Waller ’09 and sarah Graham 
were married may 22, 2010.

Amber Wilson ’09 completed training 
in the u.s. peace corps in may 2010 
and is working with information 
and technologies systems in the 
dominican republic. 

2010s
bryan J. black ’10 and erica d. 
Hutchins were married July 10, 2010. 
Bryan is enrolled in graduate school 
at the university of Texas in Arlington, 
where he has received a research 
and teaching assistant fellowship. 
The couple resides in Grand prairie, 
Texas.

Jonathan t. Chadwick ’10 and marian 
J. chopelas were married June 5, 
2010. Jonathan is employed by planet 
Fitness and serves with the carolina 
Beach Fire department. The couple 
resides in Wilmington.

sarah fann ’10 was awarded a 
yearlong Fulbright fellowship to study 
in Townsville, Queensland, Australia. 
she will be conducting research 
on the effects of coral decline on 
the diversity and abundance of fish 
species in the Great Barrier reef.

Amber griggs ’10 and Tyler Harrison 
were married Aug. 21, 2010. They 
reside in Wilmington.

Kira malatchi ’10 is a teacher in Kuwait. 

Kendall martin ’10 is pursuing a 
master’s degree in art history at West 
Virginia university. 

Kyle l. melton ’10 and Jewel m. 
mcdonald were married may 22, 
2010. Kyle is employed by Harris 
Teeter.

michael powell ’10 won first prize in 
the sixth annual reef/sweet pro-Am 
surf Fest and won the 2010 national 
scholastic surfing Association college 
men’s championship. While working 
at northwestern mutual, he plans to 
continue surfing nationwide.

FRIENDS
frank Ainsley, 65, passed away 
June 17, 2010. during his 36-year 
career in uncW’s department of 
Geography and Geology, he received 
numerous recognitions including n.c. 
Geography educator of the year and 
unc Board of Governor’s Award for 
Teaching excellence.

mary d. bellamy, 84, passed away 
July 27, 2010. she was taught at 
Wilmington college and retired  
from the university of north carolina 
Wilmington with emeritus status  
in 1988.

stanley Colbert, 82, passed away 
sept. 21, 2010, in Toronto, canada. 
A producer, director, screenwriter, 
publishing executive and literary 
agent, colbert was a distinguished 
visiting professor of creative writing 
at uncW. in 2000, he founded the 
publishing laboratory. in recog-
nition of his achievements and his 
dedication to uncW, he was  
awarded an honorary doctorate of  
fine arts in 1999.

Juanita m. Krepps, 89, a former 
member of the uncW Board of 
Trustees, passed away July 5, 2010. 
she was a former u.s. secretary 
of commerce and duke university 
economist.

Helen m. Willetts, 86, passed away 
April 9, 2010. she was a choral 
director on the original faculty of 
Wilmington college and served on  
the uncW Foundation Board.
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learning never ends
Biology students at South Brunswick High School can consider themselves lucky to have 
Victoria Hoff ’05 as their teacher. 

After transferring from Virginia Tech, Hoff graduated from UNCW with a bachelor’s degree in 
marine biology then started work toward a master’s degree. However, after just a year, Hoff 
decided to switch gears and studied for her licensure in education. Her goal as a teacher is to 
bring current, applicable topics to the students in her classroom. She wants them doing the 
science and investigating the world, especially when the local ecosystems are so diverse and 
readily available. 

So, to uphold her goal and gain further hands-on experience that she has missed greatly since 
leaving UNCW, Hoff applied for a grant that Brunswick County offers a few teachers every 
summer to participate in research around the country for up to a week. 

She was ecstatic when luck brought her back to her alma mater for four days to work with 
professor Lawrence Cahoon as he wrapped up two years of research, collecting sediment 
samples for microbiology living in the surf zone sand. The samples also served as a reference 
baseline in the event oil from the Deepwater Horizon spill would have reached the North Carolina 
coastline.

The chance to do real lab and fieldwork again had Hoff excited to return to school in the fall 
and share her experiences with her classes. She adamantly believes that all teachers, science 
teachers especially, should remain up-to-date on the developments in the world and remember 
they are never done learning themselves. 

“They need to get out in this dynamic world; ‘facts’ we know are never set in stone,” Hoff said. 
“After all, Pluto’s not a planet anymore. Science is not perfect and is constantly evolving.”

Sarah	Onyshko	’12

amanda Kahn (left) ’04M, ’08 

Ph.d. is a visiting professor at 

the University of North florida 

who returned to Wilmington 

this summer for some post-

doctorial research. She is 

studying the productivity of 

surf zone phytoplankton. She 

says that the research project 

she has designed with UNCW 

professor lawerence Cahoon 

will be the “first research 

insitu measurement” for the 

surf zone phytoplankton and 

could open new methods and 

protocol for marine biology 

research of this understudied 

ecosystem. also, along with 

Victoria hoff (right), she 

helped Cahoon complete his 

sediment sampling research 

funded by N.C. SeaGrant.



“Move over, Dostoyevsky – Mila Austin has arrived!” says a 
reviewer of Earrings for a Black Day, Mila Austin’s ’05 novel 
about life in Russia before and during Perestroika and the 
10-year war in Afghanistan. 

Austin immigrated to the United States in 2000 after spending 
years developing software for Soviet military defense systems. 
She continued her education at the University of North Carolina 
Wilmington where she earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration.

No matter where Austin went, people peppered her with 
questions about life in Russia, so she began writing short 
stories to elaborate on her answers until she eventually 
compiled them into a screenplay. In 2007, her work reached 
the semifinals in the Monterey (Calif.) County screenplay 
competition. One of the San Francisco’s producers asked Austin 
to add more details; the screenplay grew in length and depth 
and become a novel. Austin believes she never would have 
written the book if it were not for the others — and their curiosity 
— pushing her. 

Earrings for a Black Day is a work of fiction that is based on the 
real events the author witnessed during her life in Soviet Union. 
Austin said she felt that it was her mission to explain Russian 
history and culture in a way Americans could understand, 
showing the life of the Soviet people and distinguishing their 
feelings and actions from those of the government. 

“When I came to America, I was amazed – the propaganda 
on TV here and in Russia, it was the same,” she observed. “I 
wanted to deliver the ‘insider’s’ view and share with Americans 
my love and pain about my country by telling a sincere story.” 

One of the points she emphasizes strongly in her novel is the 
opposition of views about perestroika in America and Russia. 
She illustrates how and why many Russians feel that Gorbachev 
was sent by Satan to destroy their country by taking away their 
dream of Communism, a dream costing 70 years of hard work 
and countless sacrifices and lives. 

Using the characters of young beautiful girl Lena and Afghanistan 
veteran officers Victor and Sergey, the author shows how the 
Soviet people achieved a new spiritual growth and transition from 
atheism back to Christianity in a search for purpose in life.

Austin now lives in California. She says, “I love both countries. I 
believe that people in America and Russia have a lot in common 
and should live in peace. No mother wants her son to die in war. 

“It wasn’t easy for me to write the book in my second language, 
but I had to do it, because it was the only way I could explain some 
specific concepts and words that simply don’t exist in English. I 
hope this book will help illustrate the Russian mentality.”

Austin invites readers to share their opinions on the book by writing to 
her at MilaAustin@gmail.com.

Move over Dostoyevsky Sarah	Onyshko	‘12
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Shirl Modlin New

Ashton Brooks ’11
Joe Browning
William Davis ’08M
Meghan French ’11
Lindsey Key
Sarah Onyshko ’12
Natalie Price ’11
Nishtha Sharma ’11
Andrea Weaver

December 2010
15 Wilmington College luncheon • Jackson’s BBQ
16 North Carolina Symphony

24-31 Winter Break • UNCW offices Closed

January 2011
1-2 Winter Break • UNCW offices Closed
8 Metropolitan opera Live	in	HD • la fanciulla del West
17 Martin luther King Jr. holiday • UNCW Closed
19 Wilmington College luncheon • Jackson’s BBQ

22 arts in action • Blood done Sign My Name

February 2011
11 arts in action • Jake Shimabukuro
12 Metropolitan opera	Live	in	HD	• iphigenie en Tauride
14 leadership lecture Series • Temple Grandin 
16 Wilmington College luncheon • Jackson’s BBQ
17-20 UNCW homecoming 2011
24-27 UNCW Theatre • arcadia by Tom Stoppard
28 arts in action • yasmin levy 

28 CSB Business Week Begins

March 2011
3-6 UNCW Theatre • arcadia by Tom Stoppard
12-20 Spring Break
15 arts in action • danu
16 Wilmington College luncheon • Jackson’s BBQ
21 leadership lecture Series • Michael Sandel

23 Geography and Geology alumni reception

April 2011
1 arts in action • Viver Brasil
1 Communication Studies day
7-10 UNCW Theatre • Trojan Women by euripides
14-17 UNCW Theatre • Trojan Women by euripides
14 WSe alumni dinner
22 Good friday • UNCW Closed
TBd  Grand Slam Jam • Cape fear alumni Chapter

TBd Spring Mixer • Triangle alumni Chapter

May 2011
11 Senior Sankofa
11-12 Commencement
12 alumni association Commencement Celebration • Wise alumni house
18 Wilmington College luncheon • Jackson’s BBQ
30 Memorial day • UNCW Closed
 
 www.uncw.edu/alumni/events

Calendar
University and Alumni

UNC Wilmington is committed to and will
provide equal educational and employment 
opportunity. Questions regarding program 
access may be directed to the Compliance 
Officer, UNCW Chancellor’s Office,
910.962.3000, Fax 910.962.3483. 
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Joy C. Davis ’07
William Davis ’08M
Dana Fischetti
Cindy Lawson
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Jamie Moncrief
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(    ) news/promotion/honors        (    ) Wedding       (    ) Birth        (    ) Address change

name  __________________________________________________________________________________
  First                middle                     last                    maiden 

class year _________  (    ) Bachelor’s degree  (    ) master’s degree    major _____________________

spouse _________________________________________________________________________________
   First                middle                     last                    maiden 

uncW graduate (    ) no  (    ) yes  class year/degree/major ____________________________________ 

street address ___________________________________________________________________________

city/state/Zip ____________________________________________________________________________

phone (c) __________________ phone (W) ___________________  phone (H) ______________________

e-mail __________________________________________________________________________________

employer _____________________________  position __________________________________________

spouse’s employer (if uncW grad) ___________ position __________________________________________

news/promotion/honors ___________________________________________________________________

marriage: date of marriage ______________________________________ (do not send prior to marriage) 

Birth: (    ) son   (    ) daughter  child’s name __________________________  date of birth ____________

We would like to hear about your personal 

and professional accomplishments. Please

use this form to share your news. The 

information may be used in a future issue 

of UNCW Magazine. 

Mail form to: UNCW Magazine, 601 South 

College Road, Wilmington, NC 28403-5993. 

Or e-mail your information with a high quality 

digital image to alumni@uncw.edu. You also 

can submit your information to the alumni 

website, www.uncw.edu/alumni/update.html. 

   share            YOUR    news

Save your time. 
Save our planet.

Give online and get involved at UNCW. 
www.uncw.edu/giveonline
Now accepting recurring gifts - an affordable 
and convenient way to support UNCW

economical 

environmentally friendly give 
online.     every gift counts   

 no stamps needed

http://www.uncw.edu/giveonline
http://www.uncw.edu/update.html

